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HUNTINGTON BEACH - Everyone knows
Goorge. '

+ That is becauso ((m EL 33 d:quh,u has beenn
newspapor - reporler-columnE-editor-pub-
lishar-owner here for 55 years, ever since ag a
:13-year-okl he wrote obituarfes for his fulher,
then Lhe owner of the Huntinglon Beach News,

Farquhar's writlen words have allternalely
sinfermsed, shocked, titilinted, angered. uud
wollmd Nuws n,udus sinee 1927,

" it times — M pol rarqubar — change,

+ The Huutlugion Deach News is no lenger

*owned by the Farqubar famlly, though the

‘WUIM us viewed through George Farquhar's
Teyes still appears on Its pages.

i “Now 68, Farquliar calls Terry's Coffuee Shop
on Nain Street his office."” I s al Terry’s, a
blyck from the beach and pior that have been
e subjects of so many of his slories, thal
E‘mquhur helds court, g,'

During hiy leisurely tunches, old ‘Tricads,
new and old girliriends —- these ever prcsunl
giclfriends — and members, of the am {ing
fraterpky slop to chat. . .

Acresg the street in thal old downlowa sac-
tion close Lo the ccean Is e bullding thal for
66 yenrs was the home of the News, now a
nwich different weekly newspaper than whena
Farquhar was charticg its course,

Then, {er example, } was possible in the
puges of the News {o learn Lhal'the Conners
family of Huntington Beach had Just returned

Arom a visit to Lincoln, Neb.

‘Thery, the family was reupiled with Uncle
Clle, Aunt Florence and a dozen or s0 cousing,

But the News under o Farquhar also went
heavyweight on its culside pages, hawidng the
City Counell, local school boards, the police
and others who do the public’s business.

Now, the News {3 a weekly tabloid Lhat
serves ity estimaled 3,506 Huntinglon Beach
subscribers & mixture of Jeeaksnd Long Beach
area news, a refloction ef Jts_chain {ies wilh

" American Publishing Co,

After buyiog the News in 1978, American
Jnitially beefed up the news stafi. 1t converled
the familiar full-size newspaper Lo tabloid and
modernived ils graphics and type style!

But, according to American President
Philip Herwith, & cireulation drive did not
yield the expected resulls, And, Horwilh says,
city govermeul's decision lo continue ity legnl
advertising with a competing lscal poper

. caused Lhe company to rethink its Huntinglon

» Bench activity,
That rethinking ended with paring Lhe News
- stalf 1 hotf and moving its printing equiproent
to Tujungu, American's operating base. The
editorial glfices of the News now are located {n
Long Deach,

“The cily didw't give us any aupport "
Horwith says. “"We lelt the city didn't care.
We reciprocated,” '

Farguhar thinks the new News is a bil dull, a

»whoie lot dull,

He says the old Huntingten Beach Mews
sometimes juade people faugh and somnelimes
made them angry. “Bui we got lheir

. intevest,’ bt says,

Tioa gaefméﬁ'ﬁﬂnj?b

Goorge esceris Susan 'Bunny' Graves, 19, left, and Cherlo Campbel], 18, on walk along be .
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NEWSPUBLISHERGEORGEI‘A?QUHARRI}ffhiESOLD FASHIONCDLEADTYP&PRESS
Era Of Gossip,Goings-Cn
E ngs.For Weeki y HB News

By STIEVE EDDY
Reglster Stafl Wrber

HUNTINGTON BE Wi it 1he end of an ern, i
you wanl. That's what o 15 L.

Furquhias, 65, whose amily W5 oG the Huntinston
, Beach N\.ws since 1927, recentty compleled sate of the
we«k]y prper — o malistay of old town Hundinglon Beach
yossip and goings-on — lo a Tujunga-based chain thal

operabes 15 wouklies i the Sun Gubriel and San Ferpapde H

Vaudleys.

The ew owners, Americun Publishing Co. Ine., havea't
complieied plannag for the paper's future, Bub it’s o good
Lot the News' 4,000 0r 50 paid subseribers ne longer witl be
erpsed (0 such tidbils as why duess't anyone say, " Your
mother wears Marine skivvies™ anymore?

A lot of people dre saying, 'we hute o see you go!
suid Farguhar s be pul together pagoes in the News'
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backshop, which resembles 2o himpromptu Smithsenian

Jur a pewspaper Lechnolopy that long ape died.

Farquhar hag a conlract wilh the new owners to remain
an lhe seene 1n some capacily for two years, He says he
doese's know what they've got lnoming, for the News.

Yel@ne, thing is cerfitinthe paper is golng to look
different. Up to-iew, e Noews has been easily recopnie
able prinatily bucause iU is wide — nearly 18 inches — amd
filled with gigantic photegraphs showing jeeal youlhs in
sehoot Pay parb or the Christinas llL(.ﬂr;lllOlLs sdoriing
someone's mobile hame.

Jefi Horwith, 24, the new gencril manager, sajd the
puper eventually will be produced in Amertcan Publish-
ing's Tujunga headquarters and that the moedern, com-
puter-dominnted “cold type” prinling process will be
used.

That'H meun a paper ax narvow as all (he others you see.
And ne mare sinudged fhners.

What finally convinved Fargubar to sell, he s
the cily council's action last year fo award a lucrative
Jepal advertising contract W the rival Huntington Beach

. Idependlent, puldished oul of lxmj; Beach. '

“Yyell, thal was Uhe fust straw,
& c:ly council doesiv'l support loea) bu::m.ss wlul canyou
say?"

The News way the low bidder, as in years ;m.st, and

i, was'

* Favgqubar said. “When :

Fapgubar said he believes the council's move will cust ity -~

Laxpayers an additional $10,000 per year.

The News currenlly employs only seven people, Far. |

quhar sadd, bul that doesn'l interfere with news gathering.
Ahal's because the news isn'l gathered by anyene — the

Main Streel office.

vast bulk af it is mailed or hand- (lulnugd (0 the papers

Yictually everything gets pul)llsht.d 100,

“We've got Lhe hometown tooch,”
been here 52 years, and in Ul:ll time you got acquainted
with everybudy.

1
“fiul i's changing, no duuhl about . I tuke ali the |

pictures, and the other day | wenl to the installation of

Farqubar s.mi “P've 4

some new women's club officers. You can really tell the
area is gelting freeway-orienled. Just people who buy o
trael home here amd work somewhere else. A woman |
asked where our offices were, and ) sakd by the pier. She
said 'Whal pier?’ 'm hearing that stufl all the lime
now." '

L wis the pler that sold Pargubar on Hurbplen Beach
in the first place, in 1922, when he was 13 years okd.

The aiily hag moved {rom Iowa after Farquhar's :
sewsman father, the date James Facquirar, pwchased che R

T News.

1 gaw (hat eeean and that pier, and 1 said, thig ia the
place for me,” Farquhae said. *Uma surfer, | love the
water. | gob g letler in swimming in high school. That's
what 1 did the besl

Farguhar and steplrother Tom Wyllie nh&ulﬂ(.d fuit
contred of the paper when thelr father died in 1970, }

Farguhar suid the new owner has Laken possession of the-
Tand, the buiding el all equipment. The praduction
m'zchian frven’t been manufaclured for years, and the
paper bas survived by picking up needed parts fn:mi

© Junked units.

"ITie words you ste 00 muachines and bins and onthe wails
af the buckshop are encigh to make angld newsman ery in
hig beer. Ludlow. Fairehild, Cineo, Casion Old Face.
Heavy. Tempo leavy Condensed. : .

There's the smell pf hot eetal and the clank of an
antique Linotype machine.

“The vad of an era, you've pol il,” Farquhar said, le
and assistand Mourice Youny trade old newspa @
dotes while the youngster in the crowd, “printer bdwll '
Janive Meintosh, listens in.

"1 suppose all lhe talf they 've gol now s progress, ina”
way ™ Farquhor suid, peferctig to the new electronic
processes of producing pewspupers. "IU's niore elfi-
cient."

Bal Farquhar says he isn't sad aboul (he changeover,
As i maller of (act, he thinks he's going to take an old
fricidd up on gn offer o join him on a round-the-world |

. gruige.

Mew general manager Horwith says changes are d(:wu .
the road, but the News still will be Ve nmunilyo;iunmd
He hopes tucuialzon can jump by aboul 10,009 in the sexl
ear.

)T “There's unlnnl!ml patentiud he said, The News cur-
rently costs $5 per year and is nndied every week under &
secand-class permil.

“Fhe News is an institutien,” Horwith said. “Bul pow ,
it's really oy recognized by the old-timers, By that 1 ¢
mean people who've buen bere since B0 or belere. *
There's a whole new market oul (here ™

Meanwhile, Gearge and Maurice andg Janice are nul
baek, and the presses will be rolling soon. There's n
catendar on the wall and a clock on a table. -8/

The calendar says J.mu.xry 178, but the ciock ruils lwu
hours Wehind.
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However, longlime Farquhar readers
say his column also has lost a little of its
former sting, especially his personal re-
collections of encounters — a seemingly
never ending number of them - with
atlractive young ladies,

In one of his tales of romance, Farqubar
on the fronl page sgohized over a way-
ward fire truck that had blared down the
street at a particularly delicate moment
In his romantic life.

Fargubar legend has it that be once was
smitten by a female member of the city’s
architectural review poard and never
~once falled 1o atlend a board meeting
while the woman was a munbcr He
hasy’t attended one since,

And when Farquhar was in charge, the
front page pholo ustially depicted abeauly

ueen or a large group of beauly queens. -
qhed g¢ proup Farqubar is there, a 68-year-old lifelong

In his recollections of prerogatives that
formerly were his at the newspaper, Far-
quhar recalls that he sometimes liked to
tweek his subjects by .such devices as

constant reference to their ages or slip-

‘ping double meaning into the printed
word.

The stulfy and starchy? Somelimes
they found themselves cut oul of farge and

frequently blurred group pictures that” .

adorned the News' front page.
Not far {rom the front pages was all the’

i
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Beach, a reprinting of the police blotter,
which pul in public view those who had
been tipsy in public or participants In a -
family disturbance.

When the news pages couldn’t hold Far-
qubhar, he exposed what he saw as monkey
business in his columa.

An ecologist wlio once crossed his path,
for instance, was referred Lo as a “nuimb-
brained individual incapable of thinking
to a logical end.”

And when it was suggested thal the city
should have a full-lime mayor, Farquhar
opined that “if the people are stupid
enough to vote for a full-time mayor, then
they deserve their fate,”

But those days are in the past, And
Farqubar s not a mpan te dabble in the
past.

Iie still checks the surf, When it is right,

surfer who still yearns for days when
offshere winds and the curl of a breaker
means the surf is ub, .
During those years when he opcrated
what was then his own newspaper in con-
cert with his business-minded half-
brother, Tom Wyllle, Farquhar's surf-
« board stood alongside his desk ready Lo go
on a moment’s nolice. .
Now his board is kept in a Main Street
" surf shop, ready al any time for one of
Orange County’s betler senior surfers Lo
hit the beach,

skullduggery that wen{ on in Huntington




